African east coast to the Americas. They captured and freed slaves, some of whom then became 'apprentices' at the Cape and the heart of a new Mozambican community there. A few of them went back to Central Africa as missionaries. Much of this wide-ranging, transnational and trans-oceanic book is in draft form and it would be wonderful if it could be completed and published.
Secondly, arising from his interest in missionary knowledge, he was immersed, together with a number of his students at Basel, in exploring the generation of Western knowledge about Africa over the long term. He was drawn back to the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and supervised students working on key scientific explorers in the nineteenth century who later became central figures in European institutions: Henry Lichtenstein, for example, wrote extensively on the Cape, then became Professor of Zoology and Director of the Zoological Museum in Berlin. Patrick was especially interested in the interpenetration of local and European knowledge in these texts. He fed these ideas into an ambitious (but sadly failed) research application as well as into our joint project on the Scientific Imagination in Southern Africa.
Connections between people crossing boundaries fascinated him -whether migrant workers, missionaries or scientific explorers. One of our last exchanges was about this. In the early 1880s, a Transkeian magistrate complained bitterly about the influence of a Mozambican sangoma in his district. A remote upland area, about 800 kilometres from Southern Mozambique, it seemed an unlikely destination. But this archival snippet suggested fascinating, if unexpected, linkages. Mozambican migrant workers did not only go to the Witwatersrand. Patrick published an extended article for the Journal of Southern African Studies (Harries 1987) about Mozambicans on the Natal sugar fields. By the 1870s, before the opening of the gold mines, thousands migrated southwards; Transkeian workers were simultaneously beginning to move northwards. As elsewhere, British ports and plantations became hubs for a wide range of migrants and stepping stones for people such as this entrepreneurial healer. We were wondering whether it would be possible to track down these cultural exchanges between 'amatonga', Zulu-and Xhosa-speakers in Durban and the plantations.
Patrick was brilliant at following unusual leads. They took him to many interesting places: France, West Africa, Mozambique, Portugal, Britain, Limpopo and Switzerland -all of which became part of the map of his research. He was able to think globally, and laterally, and link many interesting narratives -reinserting Southern Africa into the broader history of slavery. Patrick was excited by history, and he had the rare gift of being able to communicate this. He was a culturally adaptable person who, to a greater extent than anyone else I knew from Cape Town, became a European -personally and professionally. Basel itself was a cultural crossroads, he spent time in France annually, sat on EU research committees, and was a member of the International African Institute council. Yet he retained deep roots in Southern Africa and did not wish to leave Cape Town behind. He had a lifelong commitment to the political transformation of the region and to illuminating the history of those who were marginalized.
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